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Introduction: 
 
Welcome to the 30th issue of the newsletter. In this issue there is an interesting 
first article from Bryan and some of the Letter J submissions from our recent 
Zoom meeting for those who were unable to attend. We have now published a 
programme for Zoom meetings taking us through to the summer, and I am 
sure you will agree, we have organised a full and varied speaker selection. This 
meeting programme is included in this newsletter but can be found on the 
society’s website. With the gradual relaxation of the lockdown rules, we may 
be able to consider normal face to face meetings later this year, but the society 
is planning on the expectation that the rest of the year may well be “virtual”! 
 
A recent E-Bay purchase from Uruguay, one of the miniature sheets is actually 
wrapped around the cover, anybody want some Uruguayan stamps? 
 

 



An interesting piece of social/postal history: Bryan 

“I thought that members may like to see the attached envelope which is in my 
collection. The envelope was written out by Colonel John Rouse Merriott 
Chard VC. Chard was the Royal Engineers officer commanding the defence of 
Rorke’s Drift in January 1879. The letter contained a printed Christmas greeting 
for the year 1890.  

The envelope has two date stamps, firstly a Taunton postmark Dec 24th, 1890 
on the front, and on the rear a Lancaster postmark dated 26th December 1890. 
Quite a result to post something to Lancashire on Christmas Eve and have it 
arrive at Lancaster on the Boxing day. 

 

 

Colonel John Rouse Merriott Chard VC (21 December 1847 – 1 November 
1897) was a British Army officer who received the Victoria Cross, the highest 
military decoration for valour "in the face of the enemy" that can be awarded 
to members of the British armed forces. He earned the decoration for his role 



in the defence of Rorke's Drift in January 1879 where he commanded a small 
British garrison of 139 soldiers that successfully repulsed an assault by some 
3,000 to 4,000 Zulu warriors. The battle was recreated in the film Zulu in which 
Chard was portrayed by Stanley Baker. 

 

Born near Plymouth, Chard attended the Royal Military Academy in Woolwich 
and was commissioned into the Royal Engineers in July 1868. He was involved 
with the construction of fortifications in the Bermuda Garrison (three years) 
and at Malta (two years) before he was deployed to southern Africa at the 
start of the Anglo-Zulu War. At the end of the war, he returned to a hero's 
welcome in England and was invited to an audience with Queen Victoria. After 
a series of overseas postings, he returned to the United Kingdom in 1887 being 
based at Fulwood Barracks, Preston. He retired from the army as a colonel in 
1897 after he was diagnosed with terminal cancer and died at his brother's 
home in Somerset later that year. 

Rorke’s Drift 

The first waves of Zulu assault were repulsed by British volley fire, but the 
attackers pushed on relentlessly, particularly along a vulnerable section of the 
British perimeter by the hospital which became the centre of fierce hand-to-
hand combat. With British casualties mounting, Chard ordered his troops to 
withdraw behind the biscuit boxes, which left the western half of the station in 



Zulu hands, including the hospital, which was subsequently set alight by the 
attackers. Once inside, Chard ordered the construction of a redoubt made 
from a tall pyramid of mealie bags to provide shelter to the wounded and form 
the last line of defence. The Zulus continued to attack in intermittent waves 
during the night, but they were illuminated by the burning thatch, which 
enabled the defenders to spot their advances. By 5 am, the exhausted Zulus 
had abandoned the attack, and British reinforcements arrived later that 
morning. Chard counted 351 dead Zulus scattered around the perimeter. The 
British suffered 17 killed and 10 wounded.  

Chard remained at Rorke's Drift for several weeks after the battle and assisted 
with the construction of a new stone perimeter wall. However, conditions at 
the camp were poor; Chard became ill with fever and was taken to Ladysmith 
for treatment. Once recovered he was attached to Colonel Evelyn Wood's 
column for the second invasion of the Zulu Kingdom. Meanwhile, Chard's 
report of the battle had been dispatched to England and received with 
enthusiasm by the British press and public. The War Office subsequently 
promoted Chard to captain and brevet major and awarded him and 10 other 
defenders of the station with Victoria Crosses, the highest decoration for 
valour that could be awarded to British troops. 

Wood took a particular dislike to his new subordinate. Unimpressed with his 
temperament and sceptical of his role in the battle, he denounced Chard as a 
"useless officer" and "a dull, heavy man, scarcely able to do his regular work". 

Lieutenant General Sir Garnet Wolseley, who thought the desperate defence 
of the Rorke's Drift was merely a case of "rats [fighting] for their lives which 
they could not otherwise save" presented Chard with his VC on 16 July. Likely 
influenced by Wood, he subsequently said of Chard that a "more uninteresting 
or more stupid-looking fellow I never saw”.  

Sadly, the Victorian and Edwardian British army were very much cursed with 
protégé and patronage, and it has to be said, snobbery. 

His final posting was as Commanding Royal Engineer at Perth, Scotland, and 
was promoted to colonel on 8 January 1897.  

While stationed in Perth, Chard, a lifelong pipe smoker, was diagnosed with 
cancer of the tongue. He underwent two operations: the second, which took 
place in March 1897, resulted in the removal of his tongue but despite this it 
was reported that he could still converse clearly. However, by August it was 



discovered the cancer was terminal and Chard retired to his brother, Charles', 
rectory at Hatch Beauchamp, Somerset. After two weeks of "terrible 
suffering", Chard died on 1 November 1897. 

I hope members find this interesting, for me it combines three of my great 
passions, all things stamps and covers, with military history and gallantry 
medals, and the people who were awarded them.” 

  



The letter J by the Newport and Gwent Philatelic Society: 

 
 
 



 



 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 



 
 



 



 



 



 



 



 
 

 



 
 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 

New printing machines were introduced by de la Rue specifically to print the 
QV Jubilee Issue, but they ran into problems with the inking of the plate 
margins. Marginal rules were introduced to reduce the pressure on the edges 
of the printing plate and so give clearer and better reproduction. They are 
referred to as Jubilee Lines as they were brought into general use with the 
1/2d of the 1887 issue, and thereafter on the QV Jubilee stamps. 
  
Sadly, I do not have a marginal block of mint QV stamps so I have appended 
some QEII. 
  
On the first panes it was an unbroken line but this caused difficulty with 
trapped air resulting in cockling of the paper, and so these were replaced by 
"coextensive" lines extending the width of the stamp. 
 



 
 



 
 
 
 
 



Society updates and Final Notes: 
 
The programme for Zoom meetings for the next few months has now been 
finalised and is shown below: 
 
14th April, "New acquisitions" by all members 
28th April, "Watermarks: from medieval trademark to modern security 
feature" by Wendy Buckle 
12th May, "South Georgia" by Hugh Osborne 
26th May, "Copper" by Andrew Millington 
9th June "it's patently obvious" by Charles Oppenheim  
23rd June “Slania’s popular engravings” by Graham Bean 
  
Zoom meeting invitations will be sent before each meeting. The society has 
also decided to invite local societies to invite their members to join us 
whenever we have an external speaker. 
 
Our next meeting is a member only night on the subject of “New Acquisitions” 
so all members are asked to contribute one or two sheets showing their latest 
finds. If you can please email a photo, pdf, or any other electronic format of 
your sheet(s) I will collect them together for the night of the meeting (14th 
April).  
 
Special thanks to Bryan for his article and to all of the members who submitted 
items of their letter J for our Zoom meeting. Any mistakes and errors are all 
down to me, so as before, my genuine apologies for every one of them! If 
anyone is receiving the newsletter in error or no longer wishes to receive it 
please let me know and I will remove you from the circulation list. 
 
Until next time. 
Les Ashton-Smith 
 


